DEC-17-£00? 13:04 FROM:BSTZ 



7145573347 



TOrUSPTD 



Appl-No. 10/692,082 

Amdl. Dated December 17, 2007 

Reply to Office Action of September 13, 2007 

Amendments to the Clainxs: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
■ .istineof aaims: 

1. (currently amended) A method of oimultoncously rooeiving and procoaoing 
.multimedia aooot pockageo tranomittod by q plurality of multimodia contont providoro, ench . 
multimodia aSGOt packago boing tranamittod a plural i ty of data sogmonts, comprising: 

assigning a unique process identification number (PID) to a frequency band used by each 
of a^pluralitv of multimedia content providers 

simultaneously receiving a pluraUty of data segments from the plurality of multimedia 
content providers, wherein the data segments are tracked using the PID assigned to the frequency 
band used by each multimedia content provider[[,l]; 

reconstructing a multimedia asset package transmitted by [[a]] the multimedia content 
provider by compiling the plurality of data segments that constitute the multimedia asset 
package[[ J]; and 

providing the multimedia asset paeteftges package to a video-on-demand server that 
transmits at least a portion of [[a]] the multimedia asset package to an end user. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein simultaneously receiving 
[[a]] the plurality of data segments comprises receiving at least three data segments 
simultaneously from different multimedia content providers. 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein simultaneously receiving 
[[a]] the plurality of data segments comprises simultaneously receiving the plurality of data 
segments on different frequency bands. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 . wherein simultaneously receiving 
[[^]] ihc plurality of data segments comprises receiving data segments from each multimedia 
content provider using a separate data receiver card for each frequency band used by each 
content provider. 
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5» (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

providing a backchannel connection to each multimedia content provider to enable the 
multimedia content provider to track the receipt of data segments transmitted by the multimedia 
content provider. 

6. (original) The method of claim 5, further comprising: 

providing acknowledgements of receipt of a multimedia asset package to the multimedia 
content provider using the backchannel connection. 

7. (original) The method of claim 5. wherein the backchannel connection is a 
network connection chosen from the group consisting of an internet connection, a public 
switched telephone network (PSTN) connection, and a virtual private network (VPN) 
connection. 

8. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein reconstructing [[a]] the 
multimedia asset package comprises: 

validating the multimedia asset package to confiiro. successful receipt of the multimedia 

asset package. 

9. (currently amended) The method of claim 8, wherein validating the multimedia 
asset package comprises: 

receiving metadata that accompanies the data segments of the multimedia asset 

package[[,]k and 

analyzing the metadata to determine whether the complete multimedia asset package is 
received. 

10. (original) The method of claim 8, wherein validating the multimedia asset 
package occurs before providing the multimedia asset package to the video-on-demand server. 

IL (currently amended) The method of claim I whoroin tho mnltimodia ass e t 
pfloltQge compriooQ a movie file, th o m e thod further comprising: 
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mcciving a request for ^ a movie file from the multimedia asset package from aft the 
enduscrtLlli 

comparing metadata associated with the multimedia asset package with validation logic 
and business rules restricting the use of the movie fjle[[,l]i and 

providing the movie file to the end user if the metadata complies with the validation logic 
and business rules. 

12. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

enabling a user to determine an order in which ^ multimedia asset package s, including 
the multimedia asset package, are provided to the video-on-demand server. 

13. (cunently amended) A method of oimultanoouoly rocoiving and proceosing 
multipl e multim e dia afloct packagoo, comprising: 

assigning a unique process identification number (PID) to each of a plurality of frequency 
bands used by a plurality of multimedia content providers! [,]]; 

receiving a plurality of multimedia data segments from the plurality of multimedia 
content providers, wherein the multimedia data segments are received simultaneously, the 
multimedia data segments are tracked using the PIDs, and the plurality of multimedia data 
segments form a complete multimedia asset packagelE,]!; 

fonrnng [[a]) the complete multimedia asset package using [(a]] the plurality of 
multimedia data $egments[[ Jli 

validating the complete multimedia asset to confirm successful receipt of the complete 

multimedia a$$&t[[ J]; and 

providing each complete multimedia asset package to a video-on-demand server that 
transmits multimedia assets to end users. 

14. (currently amended) The method of claim 13, wherein receiving [[a]] the 
plurality of multimedia data segments comprises simultaneously receiving at least three 
multimedia data segments simultaneously from three different multimedia content providers- 



Docket No: 7593.P004 Page 4 of 24 TVN/lo 



PAGE 9/29 ' RCVD AT 12/1//2007 4:03:48 PM [Eastern Standard Ti^^^ 



DEC-1T-B007 13:04 FROM:BSTZ 



T1455T3347 



TOrUSPTD 



P. 10^29 



AppL No. 10/692.082 

Amdt Dated Deceitiber 17, 2007 

Reply to Office Action of September 1 3, 2007 

15. (cuirently aroended) The method of claitn 13, wherein receiving [[a]] the 
plurality of maltimedia data segments comprises simultaneously receiving the plurality of 
multimedia data segments from different multimedia content providers on different frequency 
bands, and the multimedia data segments for a complete multimedia asset package transmitted by 
a particular multimedia content provider are transmitted on a common frequency band. 

16. (cuirently amended) The method of claim 13, wherein receiving [[a]] the 
plurality of multimedia data segments comprises receiving the multimedia data segments from 
different maltimedia content providers using a separate data receiver card for each different 
frequency band used by the content providers. 

17. (original) The method of claim 13, further comprising: 

providing a backchannel connection to each multimedia content provider to provide each 
multimedia content provider with acknowledgements of cither successful or unsuccessful receipt 
of a complete multimedia asset package. 

18. (original) The method of claim 17, wherein the backchannel connection is a 
network connection chosen from the group consisting of an internet connection, a public 
switched telephone network (PSTN) connection, and a virtual pri vate network (VPN) 
connection. 

19. (currently amended) The method of claim 13, wherein validating the complete 
multimedia asset package comprises: 

receiving metadata that accompanies the maltimedia data segments of the complete 
multimedia asset package[[ J]l and 

analyzing the metadata to determine whether the complete multimedia asset package has 

been received. 

20. (original) The method of claim 13, wherein validating the complete multimedia 
asset package occurs before providing the complete multimedia asset package to the multimedia 
server. 
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21. (original) The method of claim 13, further comprising: 

providing a portion of the complete multimedia asset package to a requesting end user by 
comparing metadata associated with the complete multimedia asset package with validation logic 
and business rules governing authorized users of the asset package, and transmitting the portion 
of the complete multimedia asset package to the end user if the metadata complies with the 
validation logic and business rules* 

22. (currently amended) A multimedia catcher receiver, comprising: 

a multimedia network interface unit configurpd to simultaneously receive a plurality of 
multimedia data segments sent from a plurality of multimedia content providers and to provide 
the multimedia data segments; to a rec e iv e uni t? 

a receive unit coupled to the multimedia network interface unit and configured to 
leconstmct a complete multimedia asset package from [[a]] the plurality of multimedia data 
segments provided bv the multimedia ne twork interface unit tronomittod by a multimedia cont e n t 
p^evi^, and to validate the complete multimedia asset package fODcivod from the multimodio 

content provid e r [[,]l; and 

a content management system e onfigurod to receive multimedia asset packages from the 
receive unit, manage the received multimedia asset packages, and provide the multimedia asset 
packages to a multimedia server[[,]]i 

whemin each frequency band used by a multimedia content provider is assigned a unique 
process identification number (PID), and the oatch&r rocoivcr tmcke the multimedia asset 
packages arc tracked using at least the PID assigned to the frequency band used by the 
multimedia content provider. 

23. (original) The multimedia catcher receiver of claim 22, wherein the multimedia 
network interface unit comprises a plurality of data receiver cards configujed to receive satellite 
transmissions* 
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24. (original) The multimedia catcher receiver of claim 22, wherein the multimedia 
network interface unit comprises a plurality of data receiver cards configured to receive satellite 
transmissions and a network interface card configured to receive terrestrial transmissions. 

25. (original) The multimedia catcher receiver of claim 24, wherein the network 
interface card comprises an ethemet card. 

26. (original) The multimedia catcher receiver of claim 22, wherein the receive unit 
comprises a backchannel network to provide a communication pathway between the multimedia 
catcher receiver and the plurality of multimedia content providers to provide acknowledgenaents 
of successful rcceipt of multimedia asset packages to the multimedia content providers. 

27. (original) The multimedia catcher receiver of claim 26, wherein the backchannel 
network is a network connection chosen from the group consisting of an internet connection, a 
pubUc switched telephone network (PSTN) connection^ and a virtual private network (VPN) 
connection. 

28. (original) The multimedia catcher receiver of claim 22, comprising an asset 
receive unit coupled to the receive unit and to the content management system, and capable of 
processing multimedia asset packages from the receive unit and multimedia asset packages 
received from a local source. 

29. (currently amended) The multimedia catcher receiver of claim 28, wherein the 
asset receive unit comprises at least one data input unit taken from the group consisting of a 

digital versatile disk (DVD)- based drive and a file transfer protocol (Fl P) PFP server 
interface. 



Docket No: 7593 .P004 Page 7 of 24 TVN/tn 



PA6E12Q9'RCVDAT12/17/20074:03:48PM [Eastern StandardM^ 



